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PETITION NO. 1655 – Borrelli Solar LLC (BSL) (Petitioner) petition for a declaratory ruling, 
pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for the proposed construction, 
maintenance and operation of a 1.99-megawatt AC solar photovoltaic electric generating 
facility and associated equipment to be located at 179 and 197 Borrelli Road, East Haven, 
Connecticut, and associated electrical interconnection. 
 
Dear Attorney Bachman, 
 
The Council on Environmental Quality (Council) supports the development of clean energy 
facilities on appropriate sites in Connecticut. The Council offers the following additional 
comment regarding Petition 1655. 
 
In response to a Siting Council interrogatory, the Petitioner noted that an email had been 
received from Robin Blum with the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP) Natural Diversity Database (NDDB), dated February 19, 2025, that noted 
the presence of Lysimachia quadifolia on the proposed site, which is a host plant for Special 
Concern oil-bee (Macropis ciliata), which, in turn, is a host for the Endangered kleptoparasitic  
bee (Epeoloides pilosula). In addition, NDDB’s correspondence sought additional information 
and clarification “as to whether or not impacts to this host plant are to be expected from proposed 
project activities” and “whether or not the project can accommodate flag and avoid measures 
for this host plant population.” 
 
The Petitioner also responded that “BSL does not intend to take further action regarding DEEP’s 
email and the requests suggested therein”. (See attachment). The Council believes that NDDB’s 
request for additional information and clarification is reasonable to ensure that “any action 
authorized, funded or performed by such agency does not threaten the continued existence of 
any endangered or threatened species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of 
habitat designated as essential to such species…” (emphasis added). The Council is concerned 
with the Petitioner’s response to NDDB’s request to identify and avoid an identified plant 
species upon which endangered or listed species is dependent. The Council encourages the 
Petitioner to provide the requested information to NDDB, and if approved, that the Petitioner 
abide by all protection and mitigation measures that might be required by NDDB as a minimal 
effort to protect the identified and vulnerable state-listed species noted above. 
 
The Council’s comment above addresses only certain elements of the materials provided by the 
Petitioner. Additional information can become evident through comments offered by other 
parties and during the Siting Council’s administrative hearing process. The absence of 
comment(s) by this Council about any Petition or Application, or any aspects thereof, may not  
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be interpreted as an endorsement of a proposed project, or its components or that this Council might not 
have comments or concerns on more specific issues raised during the hearing process. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of the Council’s comment.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Paul Aresta 
Executive Director 
 
(attachment 1 - Petition No. 1655 Borrelli Solar LLC Interrogatory Responses April 3, 2025, page 1) 

  



 


