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Masaarauc LARE

Mashapaug Lake is natural in origin with the level raised approxi-
mately 8 feet by the construction of an earthen dam across the outlet.
It is located in the township of Union in Tolland County. This lake has a
surface area of 297.1 acres, a maximum depth of 43 feet and an average
depth of 9.2 feet. As in most large lakes, the bottom is variable. In tﬁe
shallows, the bottom is mostly of sand, gravel, rubble, boulders and ledge.
In the deeper waters, there are considerable areas where the bottom is
of swampy ooze. Submerged and emergent vegetation is relatively scarce
except in some scattered, shallow areas where it is fairly abundant. The
surrounding countryside is mostly hilly and wooded. Water from this
lake is used for industrial purposes and, as a result, the water level is
subject to considerable fluctuation. The lake is thermally stratified and the
waters to a depth of 30 feet are well supplied with dissolved oxygen. An
oxygen deficiency exists at depths greater than 30 feet. The water is clear
and transparency exceeds 15 feet.

Access to Mashapaug Lake is provided through a state-owned right-
of-way, boat launching area and parking area in the Bigelow Hollow State
Park at the southern end of the lake. Picnic facilities are available in the
state park. Shoreline development is very li%ht and there are very few
cottages on the lake. Outboard motor size is limited to 5 horsepower.

Mashapaug Lake has been stocked with smallmouth bass, land-
locked salmon, calico bass, yellow perch, chain pickerel, bullheads, sun-
fish, golden shiners, brown trout, rainbow trout and brook trout.

Largemouth bass and chain pickerel are common in abundance and
exhibit above-average growth rates. Smallmouth bass are present, but
scarce. The growth rate of this species was not determined.

Yellow perch are common in abundance and grow at a rate equal to
the state average. Bluegill sunfish and common sunfish are common in
abundance in the shoal areas; elsewhere in the lake these fish are scarce.
Calico bass are scarce and grow at a rate equal to the state average.
Golden shiners are present, but scarce. Brown trout are common in the
age class stocked; older, holdover fish are scarce. This lake should furnish
excellent fishing for largemouth bass, chain pickerel and yellow perch.

This body of water is in a good state OF balance. No special regula-
tions or special management practices are needed at this time.
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MIDDLE RESERVOIR

KILLINGLY , CONN.

TRACED FROM AERIAL SURVEY MAP
115.8 ACRES PLANIMETER MEASUREMENT
CONTOUR INTERVAL
S EEET:
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